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LECTURES 

•ON 

MIDWIFERY. 

W  H  E  E  R  E  I  D 

The  Theory  and  Practice  of*  that 
Art  are  explained  in  the  cleared:  Manner. 

Particularly, 

The  Anatomy  of  the  Peivi$>  Uterus ,  arid  ail  thofe  Parts  of 
the  Woman  and  Child  which  are  concerned  in  Parturi¬ 
tion. 

The  Treatment  of  Child-bearing  Women  before,  during, 
and  after  Delivery. 

The  Manner  of  delivering  Women  in  the  Various,  natu« 
ral,  difficult  and  praeternatural  Labours,  fo  exactly  re- 
prefented  and  performed  on  different  Machines,  made 
in  Imitation  of  real  Women  and  Children,  that  the 
trueft  Ideas  of  the  Nature  of  each  Cafe,  and  moft  fafe 
Method  of  managing  it,  are  thereby  imprinted  on  the 
Memory. 

The  whole  is  illuffrated  with  a  Variety  of  Cafes  and  Obferva- 
tions,  and  confirmed  by  real  Pra&ice,  there  being  a  Number 
of  poor  Women  fupported  in  their  Lying-in  for  that  Purpofe. 


By  CHRISTOPHER  KELLY,  M.  D. 
At  his  Houfe  on  the  broad  Pavement,  St.  Martin  s- lane ,  London, 


Printed  in  the  Year  1757. 
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Conditions. 


ENTLEMEN  may  be  taught,  or  fur- 
\JT  ther  inftrufted  in  the  Art  of  Midwifery 
on  the  following  Terms, 


Thofe  who  enter  for  one  Courfe  1 


pay 

Two  Courfes  - 

Three  Courfes  - 
Four  Courfes  - 

Six  Courfes  - 
One  Year  -  -  - 

A  private  Courfe  to  a  Engle 
Gentleman 


S 


/ »  S  •  {1 a 

3  3° 

5  5o 

7  7  o 
990 
12  120 
21  00 

5  5° 


Thofe  who  attend  real  Labours  pay  one 
Guinea  towards  fupporting  the  poor  Women, 
which  entitles  them  to  be  prefent  at  all  the  La¬ 
bours  that  happen  during  the  Time  of  their 
Attendance,  and  alfo  to  deliver  in  Turn, 

Thofe  who  attend  four  Courfes  or  more  (as 
during  the  three  firft,  they  will  deliver  feveral 
Women  themfelves,  and  be  prefent  at  more 
Labours)  are  fent,  in  their  Turns,  to  deliver  in 
difficult  and  preternatural  Cafes, 

iV.  B.  Women  are  inftrudted  by  themfelves, 
pay  Ten  Guineas,  and  attend  til!  fufficiently 
qualified  for  Practice.. 

The  Entrance  Money  to  be  paid  at  the 
firft  Ledture, 
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Heads  of  the  feveral  LECTURES 
contained  in  each  Courfe. 


LECTURE  I. 


A  Brief  Hiftory  of  Midwifery,  and 
the  Improvements  that  have, 
from  Time  to  Ti  me,  been  made 
in  that  Art,  with  an  Account  of  the 
Authors  who  have  wrote  beft  on  the 
Subjedt.  5 


The  Anatomy  of  the  Pelvis . 

The  Names,  Situation  and  Connec¬ 
tions  of  the  Bones  which  compofe  it. 

The  Dimenfions,  Form  and  Depth  of 
its  Cavity,  and  the  great  Advantage 
of  knowing  them  demonftrated. 

The  Manner  in  which  the  Head  of  a 
Child  paffes  through  its  different 
Parts  moll  commodioufly. 

The  Difference  between  a  Male  and  a 
Female  Pelvis, 

— - a  well  form’d 


and  diftorted  Pelvis » 

A  3 


The 
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The  Caufes  and  Effects  of  a  Diftortion 
in  the  Pelvis . 

LECTURES  II  and  III. 

The  Female  Organs  of  Generation,  ex¬ 
ternal  and  internal— each  Part  {hewn 
in  it’s  natural  Situation,  with  Remarks 
upon  its  Structure,  Ufe,  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Diforders  to  which  it  is  fubjedt, 
alfo  the  Methods  of  treating  them. 

The  Manner  of  paffing  the  Catheter. 
The  various  Changes  in  the  Uterusy 
its  Mouth,  Neck  and  Fundus  during 
Gelation. 

The  Nature,  Symptoms,  and  Manner 
of  relieving  a  Subverfion  of  the 
Womb. 

Alfo  a  Prolapfus ,  or  falling  down 
thereof,  with  the  different  Piffaries 
ufed  in  that  Complaint,  and  the 
Manner  of  applying  them. 

Extra  Uterine  Fcetits  how  produced. 
Ruptures  of  the  Groin,  Navel,  and  in 
the  Vagina . 

Dropfy  of  the  Ovaria . 

Swelling  of  the  Legs,  Thighs,  and 
Pudenda . 

||«mmorrhoidsv 
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Diiorders  in  the  Uterus  from  the  Tu- 

•*  .  .  *.*.*■••  .  >• 

mefadion  of  its  Glands. 

*  -  w  -  4  ••  t  -  *  i  .  c.  ■ .  * ' 

Cancer  in  the  Uterus. 

The  Situation  of  the  Child  in  the  Ute- 

»  •  » » »  .a  . 

LECTURE  IV. 

Of  the  Menjlrua . 

Treatment  when  they  flow  irregularly, 
or  are  obftruded. 

- Fluor  Albus  —  its  Nature,  Caufe 

and  Cure;  how  known  from  a  Gon- 

norrhcea . 

Of  Conception,  and  the  various  Opinions 
of  Authors  upon  that  Subjed. 

The  different  Appearances,  Size,  and 
Names  of  the  Child  from  Conception 
to  Parturition. 

LECTURE  V. 

The  Parts  of  the  Child  which  are  princi¬ 
pally  concerned  in  Parturition. 

The  Foetal  Cranium . 

Its  Shape,  Strudure,  and  Dimen- 
lions  in  different  Parts. 

’ 

The  Sutures,  and  their  peculiar  Ufe 
to  the  Foetus. 

•  ■  f  T  V-  ^  •  - 

Alterations  in  the  Shape  of  the  Cra¬ 
nium  by  difficult  Labours. 

A  4 


The 
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The  Secundines. 

The  Funis  and  Veffels  which  com-* 
pofe  it. 

■The  Placenta . 

The  Membranes. 

/ 

Of  the  Nourifhment  of  the  Foetus  in 
JJtero . 

LECTURE  VI. 

Of  the  various  Complaints  attending 
Pregnancy,  and  moft  approved  Me¬ 
thods  of  relieving  them. 

«r-  the  Diet  and  Condud  proper  for 
pregnant  Women. 

s—  Abortions ;  the  different  Caufes  and 
beft  Methods  of  Prevention. 

— -  The  Signs  of  a  dead  Child* 

LECTURE  VII, 

Of  the  Signs  of  Conception. 

How  to  diflinguifh  Pregnancy  from 
an  Obftrudion  of  the  Catamenia, ~ 
alfo  from  a  Dropfy. 

The  Manner  of  touching,  and  know¬ 
ing  thereby  whether  a  Woman  is 
with  Child— rhow  far  advanced  in 
her  Pregnancy— whether  likely  to 


(  9  ) 

mifcarry  —  whether  in  Labour  — * 
how  the  Child  prefents,  &c. 

The  different  Appearances  of  the  Os 
Tincce  at  different  Times  of  Preg¬ 
nancy,  alfo  in  thofe  who  have  had 
Children,  and  thofe  who  have  not* 
The  great  Mifiake  which  Women 
fometimes  unavoidably  fall  into, 
having  great  Reafon  to  believe 
themfelves  pregnant  when  they  are 
not. 

The  Difference  between  Hyfterical 
Motions  of  the  Womb  and  the  Mo¬ 
tions  of  a  Child. 

N.  B.  At  the  Conclufion  of  this  Ledturq 
feveral  poor  Women  with  Child,  diffe¬ 
rently  advanced  in  their  Pregnancy,  are 
examined, 

LECTURE  VIIL 
Of  the  Signs  of  Labour. 

The  Nature  of  Labour  Pains. 

How  to  diftinguifh  falfe  from  true  La¬ 
bour, — alfo  to  promote  the  one  and 
remove  the  other. 

The  Treatment  of  the  Patient  during 
Labour, 


The 


i 
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The  gradual  Dilatation  of  the  Os  Uteri. 

The  Protrufion  and  Rupture  of  the 
Membranes  and  Evacuation  of  the 
Water. 

The  Defcent  of  the  Head  of  the  Fee- 
tusy  and  its  different  Pofitions  in 
paffing  through  the  Pelvis . 

How  to  diftinguifh  one  Part  of  the 
Child  from  another. 

LECTURE  IX. 

Of  the  Divifion  of  Labours. 

The  Polition  of  the  Patient  during  La¬ 
bour. 

A  Reprefentation  of  a  natural  Labour, 
with  the  Manner  of  guarding  the 
Perinceurriy  extracting  the  Shoulders, 
tying  and  dividing  the  Navel  String, 
and  extracting  the  Placenta. 

The  Manner  of  affilting  when  the  Na¬ 
vel  String  is  twilled  round  the 
Child’s  Neck,  fo  as  to  hinder  the 
Extraction  of  the  Shoulders. 

What  to  be  done  when  the  Navel 
String  or  a  Hand  comes  down  be¬ 
fore  the  Child’s  Head. 

How  to  know  by  the  external  Feel 
when  there  is  another  Child. 

LEC- 
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LECTURE  X. 

Of  laborious  or  difficult  Labours,  where 
the  Head  cannot  be  delivered  without 
extraordinary  Affiftance. 

The  various  Caufes  of  laborious  Cafes* 
The  Laques,  Fillets,  Forceps,  Ex¬ 
tractors,  and  other  Contrivances  of 
the  Antients  and  Moderns  ufed  for 
that  Purpofe. 

The  great  Improvements  made  in  the 
Forceps,  and  the  confiderable  Ad¬ 
vantages  they  have  over  all  other 
Contrivances  demonfirated. 

LECTURE  XL 

The  Methods  of  delivering  with  the  For¬ 
ceps  in  the  different  Pofitions  of  the 
Head  where  the  Vertex  prefents. 

The  Methods  of  delivering  with  the  For¬ 
ceps  in  the  different  Pofitions  of  the 
Head  where  the  Face  prefents, 

LECTURE  XII. 

The  Manner  of  delivering  with  the  For¬ 
ceps  in  a  diflorted  Pelvis . 

The  Manner  of  opening  the  Head  and 
delivering  with  the  Forceps,  blunt 

Hook 


(  12  ) 

Hook  or  Crotchet,  where  the  Head 
is  too  large  to  pafs  without  being  lefl 
fened,  and  the  Life  of  the  Mother 
is  in  Danger. 

LECTURE  XIII. 

Of  preternatural  Labours  wdiere  the  Child 
is  in  a  wrong  Pofition. 

The  Manner  of  delivering  when  the 
Child  prefents  with  the  Feet. 

■ — — — — — — — — — - — —  when  it 

prefents  with  the  Breech. 

How  to  affift  with  the  blunt  Hook, 
when  the  Breech  comes  double,  and 
the  Pains  are  not  fufficient. 

The  moil  effectual  Means  to  be  ufed 
for  the  Recovery  of  the  Child  when 
it  is  ftupified  by  flaying  too  long  in 
the  Paflages. 

N.  B .  At  the  Conclufion  of  this  Ledure 
is  fhewn  a  curiqus  Subjed  with  a  gravid 
Uterus  well  preserved,  and  at  the  full 
Time  of  Pregnancy,  in  which  the  Child 
(a  very  large  one)  prefents  with  the 
Breech,  the  Placenta  is  alfo  preferved 
in  the  curious  Situation  it  was  found  in. 


LEC- 


J  - 
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LECTURE  XIV. 

Of  the  Nature,  Caufe  and  Treatment  of 
Floodings. 

- - * - -  of  Convulsions* 

jj 

The  Manner  of  dilating  the  Os  Internum, 
breaking  the  Membranes,  turning 
the  Child  and  delivering,  when  the 
Uterus  is  more  or  lefs  diftended  with 
Water,  and  there  is  an  abfolute 
Necefiity  for  delivering  the  Patient 
fpeedily,  whether  in  Labour  or  not. 
The  different  Cafes  in  which  the  above 
Method  is  neceffary. 

LECTURE  XV. 

The  Manner  of  feparating  the  Placenta 
when  it  adheres  to  the  Surface  of  the 
Uterus  too  firmly  to  be  extracted  by  the 
common  Method. 

The  Manner  of  reftoring  the  Uterus  when 
inverted. 

The  Manner  of  delivering  when  the  Wa¬ 
ter  is  evacuated,  the  Uterus  more  or  lefs 
contracted,  and  the  Child  fituated 
acrofs  the  Uterus ,  with  the  Back,  Belly, 

Side 
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Side  or  Arm  preferring  to  tiie  Os 
Uteri . 

The  Manner  of  fixing  the  Noofe,  and  its 
Ufefulnefs  in  turning  the  Child* 

Rules  neceffary  to  be  obferved  in  turning 
Children. 

LECTUR  £  XVI* 

*  -  j  -  * 

The  Manner  of  turning  when  the  upper 
Parts  of  the  Child  prefent  to  the  Os 
Uteris  the  lower  Parts  high  up  at  the 
Fundus y  and  the  Uterus  very  ftrongly 
contracted  clofe  to  the  Body  of  the 
Child* 

The  Manner  of  delivering  when  the  Child 
cannot  be  turned  without  great  hazard 
of  burfting  the  Womb. 

The  Manner  of  releafing  the  Head  when 
it  flicks  in  the  Paflages  after  the  Body 
is  extracted. 

The  different  Methods  of  extracting  the 
Head  when  it  is  left  behind  in  the 
Uterus , 

*  -  •  •  -  ••  $  '  'w.t  .#•  -  .... 

LECTURE  XVII. 

Of  T wins,  Superfetations,  falfe  Concep¬ 
tions  and  Moles. 


The 
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The  Manner  of  delivering  when  there 
are  more  Children  than  one, 
Monftrous  Births, 

The  Caefarian  Operation. 

The  Manner  of  treating  the  Woman 
after  Delivery,  and  the  Diforders  to 
which  fhe  is  incident. 

Of  the  Lochia ,  Coagula,  and  Flooding 

after  Delivery. 

- - After-pains. 

- - the  coming  of  the  Milk,  and 

Management  when  troublefome. 

„ — the  Milk  Fever. 

— — - fore  Nipples. 

- Evacuations  at  the  End  of  the 

Month. 

LECTURE  XVIII. 

The  Manner  of  treating  a  new-born 
Child. 

The  common  Diforders  incident  to 
Children,  and  mod:  approved  Me¬ 
thods  of  relieving  them. 

Of  Mold-fhot  Heads,  Contufions,  Ex¬ 
coriations,  &c. 

—  fevere  Gripings. 

* —  Convulfions. 

—  the  Red  Gum. 


Of 


Of  thc.Thrufh. 

—  watry  Gripes. 

—  Toothing. 

— '  Confinement  of  the  Tongue1. 

—  Obftrudion  of  the  PafTages. 

■—  Spina  Bifida . 

the  Choice  of  a  wet  Nurfe,  &c* 

N.  B.  By  attending  thefe  Le Bures,  Gentlemen  will 
be  fully  convinced  of  the  excellent  Ufe  of 
Machinery ,  and  a  proper  Apparatus  in 
the  Beaching  of  Midwifery  :  as  alfo  how 
impraBi cable  it  is  to  acquire  a  juft  Know¬ 
ledge  of  that  Art  only  by  reading  Authors 
(though  perfeBly  qualified  for  the  other 
Branches  of  Surgery)  and  confequentlyv 
how  rafh  and  unfafe  it  is  to  praBice  the 
fqme  without  being  properly  inftruBed . 


ESSAYS 

O  N  T  II  E  • 

PUERPERAL  FEVER, 

AND  ON 

I 

PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 

% 

t  i  '  *  •  \ 

By  T  H  O.  DENMAN,  M.  D. 


Seclufts  pra&icis  ebfervationibus,  id  qucd  vel  mihi, 
vel  alii  cuilibet  pro  ratione  habetur,  nihil  fortalle 
exit  aliud  quam  rationis  umbra  aut  phantafma,  hoc 
eft  mera  opinio.  sydenham. 
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LONDON: 

Printed  for  J.  Walter,  Chari ng-Crofs, 
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T  O 

Dr.  WILLIAM  HUNTER, 

Phyfician  to  her  Majesty, 

*yT  HE  following  EJfays,  which  can 
only  he  acceptable ,  becanfe  they 
are  publijhed  with  the  defire  of  be¬ 
ing  ufeful ,  and  conneBed  with  a 
branch  of  the  prof  effion  particular¬ 
ly  indebted  to  him  for  many  im¬ 
provements^  are  dedicated \  with 
the  utmofi  refpeB , 

By  his  obedient  fervant , 

« 

I 

THOMAS  DENMAN. 

\  * 

London, 

June  27th,  1768. 


1 


#• 


